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MIRACLES 


WE  hear  a  lot  of  talk  these  days 
about  miracles  and  indeed  it 
is  wonderful  the  way  the  Lord 
hearkens  unto  the  prayers  of  the 
needy  and  grants  to  those  of  requi- 
site righteousness  the  very  things 
they  most  need.  It  is  also  quite 
glorious  to  feel  yourself  an  instru- 
ment in  the  hands  of  the  Lord  in 
bringing  to  pass  these  mighty  works, 
and  in  being  of  some  assistance  in 
the  alleviation  of  distress  among 
the  children  of  this  earth.  We 
cannot  help  but  be  strengthened  by 
the  mere  knowledge  of  some  in- 
explicable event,  some  miracle  per- 
formed by  the  power  of  the  Priest- 
hood, or  simply  by  God's  lavish 
benevolence  unaided  by  human 
hands. 

But  my  thankfulness  to  God  is 
most  enlarged  by  the  absence  of 
miracles  in  my  life.  Now  it  has 
been  my  lot,  as  it  is  most  of  ours, 
to  be  in  need  of  some  things  at 
times  which  it  was  beyond  the 
power  of  man  to  provide.  And  it 
has  been  my  joy  and  strength  to 
receive  from  God  those  very  bles- 
sings which  I  required,  and  by  means 
which  man  may  term  miraculous. 

But  nonetheless  my  real  joy  and 
testimony  that  God  lives  and  loves 
us  stems  from  the  realisation  of  the 
tremendous  lack  of  necessity  of 
miraculous  events  in  my  life.  Every 
day  I,  and  all  my  family  as  well, 
arise  from  our  beds  with  sufficient 
strength  and  health  to  attack  the 
day  with  determination  and  verve. 
Every  day  there  is  food  on  the 
table,  provided  as  the  reward  of 
readily  obtained  labour,  prepared 
by  always  willing  hands.  Every  day 
finds  us  sheltered  and  clothed, 
presented  with  nourishment  for 
mind  and  spirit  as  well  as  body, 
and  placed  in  a  world  of  unending 
ideas  and  potential.  Every  hour 
seems  to  bring  more  opportunity  to 
learn  and  grow,  more  wisdom  from 
observance  of  the  varied  life  whch 


surrounds  us,  and  more  love  in  our 
hearts  for  those  who  labour  with 
us  in  this  world  to  prove  them- 
selves. Even  every  minute  appears 
to  add  its  share  of  joy  and  oppor- 
tunity. 

Is  not  this  the  real  miracle  of 
life:  that  time  is  a  continuum, 
each  of  whose  minutes,  seconds,  or 
fractions  thereof  may  benefit  us  in 
some  real  way.  No  matter  how 
small  a  particle  of  time  we  may 
examine,  we  find  it  to  be  filled  with 
both  US  and  something  to  do, 
something  that  will  add  to  us.  Is  it 
not  great  to  realise  that  God  has 
provided  such  a  constant,  never- 
ending  parade  of  goodnesses? 

Most  of  us  find  ourselves  brought 
to  a  realisation  of  the  greatest  and 
most  important  truths  of  all,  the 
Gospel,  without  the  intervention  of 
a  miracle.  We  find  ourselves  living 
this  great  plan  of  life  without  being 
forced  into  it  by  some  absolutely 
undeniable  event.  Indeed  most  of  us 
are  in  the  very  wonderful  position 
of  not  needing  any  miracles  per- 
formed at  all,  and  that  is  the  very 
core  of  my  happiness  and  testimony. 

Then  I  do  not  despise  miracles; 
indeed  I  glory  in  the  witness  of 
God's  power  and  the  visible  evi- 
dence of  His  concern  for  His 
creations.  But,  and  this  is  more 
constant,  I  also  glory  in  His  un- 
ceasing demonstration  of  love  and 
power  as  He  continues  to  bless  us 
and  millions  around  us  to  such  a 
marvellous  extent  that  we  no  longer 
feel  obliged  to  request  a  miracle. 
Perhaps  we  can  all  learn  to  appre- 
ciate this  more  fully:  live  by  faith 
and  glory  in  the  many  works  of 
God  about  you  now,  before  you 
request  or  search  for  more.  Then 
shall  the  store  of  His  works  in- 
crease as  He  finds  ready  souls 
through  whom  to  work.  The  real 
miracle  of  God  is  within  you;  make 
the  most  of  this  miracle  of  life. 

J.R.C. 
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Government  in  the  Church 


IN  American  governmental  par- 
lance the  phrase  "of  the  people, 
for  the  people,  and  by  the  people" 
is  often  used  as  an  expression  des- 
criptive of  the  very  epitome  of 
democracy.  Let  us  see  if  that  same 
phrase  might  apply  to  the  theocra- 
tic government  of  the  Church  of 
Jesus  Christ,  which  is  under  the 
rule  of  the  Priesthood. 

Before  we  begin,  we  must  realise 
one  certain  fact :  we  cannot  vote 
to  change  the  laws  and  regulations 
of  the  church,  nor  can  we  vote  to 
change  officers,  nor  their  duties. 
We  may  indeed  sustain  officers  or 
bring  charges  against  them  which 
have  the  effect  of  removing  them 
from  their  positions,  but  we  cannot 
regulate  these  offices  at  will  from 
the  earth;  that  can  only  be  done  by 
the  Chief  Executive.  We  may  re- 
fuse to  give  our  allegiance,  we  may 
refrain  from  active  participation  in 
the  administration  of  affairs,  and 
we  may  dispute  the  principles  set 
forth  as  vehemently  as  we  desire. 
It  is  all  to  no  avail.  The  govern- 
ment remains  fixed  and  we  are 
simply  in  or  out  of  alignment  with 
it,  according  to  our  will  and  free 
agency.  But  if  we  choose  to  remain 
in  good  fellowship  with  this  society, 
if  we  decide  to  abide  by  its  laws 
and  rules,  what  then  is  the  nature 
of  the  government  which  regulates 
our  affairs? 

First  of  all,  who  is  governed?  Is 
it  not  everyone  who  will  place  him 
or  herself  in  true  compliance  with 
the  Lord's  regulations?  The 
governed  appears  to  consist  of  all 
who  are  in  full  fellowship  and 
membership.  This  group  does  not 
extend  beyond  the  bounds  of  those 
willing  and  desirous  to  be  governed, 
but  it  does  include  all  such.  No-one 
is  exempted,  no  special  clique 
exists;  officers  and  non-officered 
alike  are  governed  by  the  laws.  This 
then    is   who    is   governed. 

And  for  whose  benefit  is  the 
government  instituted?  Is  it  for  the 
benefit  of  a  few?  As  we  all  know 
there  is  no  professional  class  with- 


in the  governing  circles  of  the 
church,  no-one  who  receives  any 
monetary  reward  for  his  labours. 
In  fact  the  authorities  generally 
undergo  much  sacrifice  in  the  pur- 
suance of  their  duties.  Thus  it  is 
not  for  them,  as  a  special  group, 
that  the  government  was  instituted. 
The  real  answer  is  provided  by  the 
Founding  Father.  Through  His 
highest  ambassadors  He  has  said, 
"for  the  perfecting  of  the  Saints 
(or  members  of  the  governed  com- 
munity) .  .  .  until  we  ALL  come 
unto  a  perfect  man."  The  establish- 
ment of  order  is  for  the  benefit  of 
all  of  us  then. 

And  by  whom  is  this  govern- 
ment accomplished?  Why,  by  the 
Priesthood,  of  course.  And  just 
who  is  this  body  known  as  the 
Priesthood?  It  is  you  and  I;  it  is 
every  male  member  over  twelve 
who  is  willing  to  be  a  part  of  that 
society;  it  is  every  man  who  desires 
so  strongly  to  see  the  Kingdom 
progress  that  he  is  willing  to  serve 
and  work  to  progress  along  with  it. 
Thus  the  government  is  operated  by 
the  very  people  who  are  governed. 
The  system  is  truly  "of  the  people, 
for  the  people,  and  by  the  people". 

Now  "we  are  met  upon  a  great 
battle-field"  to  see  "if  (we)  can 
long  endure".  We  have  been  told 
that  this  Church  will  never  again 
be  taken  from  the  earth,  in  essence 
that  this  government  will  not  fail. 
But  will  we  fail?  The  Church  will 
continue  but  will  we  continue  with 
it?  When  a  government  official 
fails  to  respond  to  his  obligations, 
he  is  generally  released,  even  from 
an  organisation  which  is  earthly  in 
origin.  How  much  more  so  with  a 
government  having  heavenly  origins 
and  which  must  be  run  with  the 
goal  of  standing  and  progressing 
forever.  There  is  no  room  for  sloth- 
ful servants.  There  is  no  govern- 
ment more  truly  representative,  but 
it  is  up  to  you  to  make  sure  that 
it  is  by  ALL  the  people.  Stand  on 
the  battle-field  and  take  up  your 
position. 


32 


CUMORAHS  SOUTHERN  MESSENGER 


February.  1964 


SALISBURY  CHAPEL  OPENED 


rPHE  Saints  in  Salisbury,  Southern  Rhodesia,  found  much 
reason  for  joy  and  happiness,  as  well  as  a  bit  of  righteous 
pride  perhaps,  when  their  impressive  new  chapel  was  officially 
opened  on  Sunday,  the  nineteenth  of  January.  This  represents 
the  second  Latter-day  Saint  chapel  to  be  completed  in  the 
Rhodesias,  the  first  being  opened  in  Bulawayo  just  six  months 
ago.  The  joy  of  the  occasion  was  increased  by  the  presence  of 
many  visitors  from  near  and  far;  from  Luanshya,  Gwelo, 
Bulawayo,  and  far-off  Johannesburg,  members  and  friends 
came  trekking  to  Salisbury  for  the  inspiring  services. 

Set  in  a  beautiful  residential  area,  the  modern  chapel 
forms  a  striking  sight  with  its  cast-concrete  roof,  its  tall  tower, 
and  its  flat-roofed  wing  of  classrooms.  Featuring  much  red- 
brick work  on  the  exterior,  combined  with  a  subdued  pink- 
plastered  surface,  the  chapel  has  an  interior  which  displays 
colours  and  materials  highly  conducive  to  worship  and  serious 
thought.  The  building  boasts  complete  facilities  including  the 
chapel  itself,  a  nicely  furnished  Relief  Society  Room,  a  plush 
lounge,  a  wing  of  five  classrooms,  a  spacious  recreation  hall, 
a  baptismal  font,  and  a  modern,  compact  kitchen.  The  entire 
structure  is  built  with  an  eye  to  the  future,  with  room  being 
available  for  an  expansion  of  the  branch  membership. 


The  Sisters  from  Salisbury,  Gwelo  and  Bulawayo  combined  their 
voices  in  beautiful  hymns. 
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Left    to    Right:    Pres.   Alldredge, 
Pres.   Cherrett   and    Pres.   Trotter. 


Also  adding  to  the 
llavour  of  the  occasion  was 
a  convention  of  mis- 
sionaries in  the  area.  All 
told  twelve  missionaries 
convened  in  Salisbury  over 
this  week  end — the  largest 
number  of  Latter-day  Saint 
missionaries  to  be  gathered 
at  one  time  in  either  of  the 
Rhodesias  in  many  years. 
On  the  Saturday  night 
prior  to  the  opening  itself, 
a  variety  show  was  held  in 
the  recreation  hall  of  the 
new  chapel.  The  talent 
shown  by  the  members  was 
great  and  diversified,  as 
they  sang,  recited,  gave  a  piano  solo,  and  even  put  on  an 
original  play.  During  the  course  of  the  evening  a  lovely 
copper  fireplace  screen,  hand-made  by  one  of  the  members, 
was  presented  by  the  branch  to  President  and  Sister  Alldredge. 
Refreshments  and  dancing  filled  the  remainder  of  the  night. 

On  the  following  Sunday,  regular  services  were  held 
throughout  the  morning  with  the  Salisbury  Saints  providing  a 
wonderful  lunch  for  the  large  crowd  after  the  Sunday  School 
was  over.  At  2.30  in  the  afternoon  a  special  opening  service 
was  held  at  which  President  and  Sister  Alldredge  of  the  Mis- 
sion, President  Dan  Cherrett,  First  Counsellor  of  the  Mission. 
President  Kenneth  Trotter,  Salisbury  Branch  President. 
Brother  Alexander 
Corbett,  First  Coun- 
sellor in  the  Branch 
Presidency,  and 
Brother  Floyd  Larson, 
a  former  member  of 
the  Salisbury  Branch, 
all  gave  inspiring  and 
instructive  talks.  Musi- 
cal        Offerings         were  An  original  play  entertained  many. 
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Everyone    enjoyed    the    wonderful 
lunch. 


rendered  by  the  Singing 
Mothers  of  Rhodesia  and 
Nyasaland.  Over  one 
hundred  and  fifty  people 
attended  this  service 
and  felt  the  wonderful 
spirit  of  brotherhood  and 
love  that  abounds  among 
the  Salisbury  Saints. 

The  chapel  -  opening 
received  much  favourable 
comment  from  the  press 
of  Southern  Rhodesia  and 
evoked  interest  by  the  tele- 
vision station  of  that  area 
as  well,  so  that  President 
Alldredge  was  interviewed 
and  the  basic  doctrines  and  motivations  of  the  "Mormon" 
people  given  air  via  those  facilities. 

This  chapel  in  Salisbury  will  stand  not  only  as  a  lovely 
place  in  which  to  worship  our  Father  in  Heaven,  but  also  as 
a  testament  of  the  faith,  love,  and  co-operative  spirit  of 
brotherhood  and  devotion  that  so  well  typifies  these  Saints  of 
Salisbury.  We  commend  their  example  of  diligent  Christian 
living  to  all  the  world. 

But  the  raising  of  the  Salisbury  chapel  is  not  the  end  of 
the  chapel-building  programme  in  the  South  African  Mission 
by  any  means.  The  next  few  months  will  see  the  completion 
of  other  chapels  in  other  parts  of  the  Republic,  and  even 
more  buildings  have 
been  started  in  Rho- 
desia and  in  South 
Africa.  The  number  of 
chapels  grows  con- 
stantly, to  keep  pace 
with  the  growth  of  the 
Mission  and  the  King- 
dom as  a  whole.  Salis- 
bury is  one  worthy  step 
along  a  glorious  plan. 


Part  of  the  congregation  which  gathered 
for  the  opening  services. 
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YOUTH  MUST  INEVITABLY  AGE 

by  P.  A.  Milne,  M.I.A.  —  Superintendent,  Bloemfontein 


"rpHE  course  of  life  is  fixed,  and 
-*-  nature  admits  of  its  being  run 
in  one  way,  and  only  once,  and  to 
each  part  of  life  there  is  something 
especially  seasonable."  (Cicero) 

Youth  must  inevitably  age,  so 
the  motto  "make  hay  while  the  sun 
shines"  should  hold  a  special  sig- 
nificance for  youth.  There  is,  of 
course,  a  time,  a  place,  and  a  season 
for  everything,  and,  to  each  part  of 
life  there  is  something  especially 
seasonable.  Let  us  divide  a  normal 
life-span  into  four  seasons  and  see 
how  perfectly  it  blends  with  the 
four  seasons  of  twelve  months 
duration.  SPRINGTIME:  from  the 
cradle  to  twenty  years  of  age,  when 
life  unfolds  and  every  new  happen- 
ing is  a  joyous  discovery :  SUM- 
MER: ages  twenty-one  to  forty,  the 
time  to  build;  AUTUMN:  ages 
forty-one  to  sixty,  time  to  consoli- 
date; and  WINTER:  from  sixty-one 
onwards,  enjoy  the  fruits  of  worthy 
labour. 

Soloman  said  there  was  a  time  to 
be  born  and  a  time  to  die,  but  there 
were  a  lot  of  important  things  in 
between.  It  is  the  middle  part  that 
counts,  so  what  then  is  the  impor- 
tance of  the  seasons  in  relation  one 
to  another?  What  has  Spring  to  do 
with  Winter?  What  has  youth  to 
do  with  old  age?  President  Richard 
L.  Evans  says,  "The  old  have  what 
the  young  wished  they  had."  Cicero 
said,  "The  one  wishes  to  live  long, 
the  other  has  lived  long."  And  again, 
"The  harvest  of  old  age  is  the  rich 
store  of  blessings  laid  up  earlier  in 
life."  An  unknown  author  says, 
"When  saving  for  old  age,  be  sure 
to  put  away  a  few  pleasant 
thoughts."  Our  scientist  says,  "The 
memory  of  an  individual  is  written 
indelibly  in  space  and  time." 


Let  all  our  efforts  be  worth- 
while and  not  wasted.  When  we  are 
inclined  to  punish  ourselves  because 
of  wrong  decisions  or  lack  of  fore- 
sight, let  us  remember  that  it  is  far 
better  to  live  thankfully  for  the 
things  that  we  have  rather  than 
brood  over  the  things  that  we  could 
have  had,  and  not  jeopardize  our 
chances  of  improving  the  present. 

May  youth  realise  in  their  Spring- 
time that  Summer  is  just  around 
the  corner  and  that  it  is  needful 
that  they  be  ready  to  bear  a  full 
load  and  that  they  should  muster  all 
their  resources  for  maximum  pro- 
duction. Fill  the  store-houses,  con- 
solidate the  position  in  Autumn, 
and  so  have  an  abundance  in  the 
Winter  of  life.  A  realisation  of 
responsibilities  comes  in  various 
stages  and  thrice  blessed  are  they 
who  have  the  opportunity  of  ac- 
cepting and  living  the  principles  of 
the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  in  the 
Springtime  of  life. 

Remember  then,  SPRING- 
TIMERS,  'The  harvest  of  youth  is 
the  comfort  of  old  age."  Every  law 
obeyed,  every  temperate  habit 
acquired,  every  good  memory  made, 
every  truth  discoverd,  every  virtue 
developed,  every  commandment 
kept,  every  lesson  learned  will  add 
to  the  harvest  not  only  of  old  age, 
but  eternity. 

There  is  a  season  for  everything, 
and  a  time  to  plant  and  a  time  to 
reap,  a  time  to  laugh  and  a  time 
to  weep,  a  time  to  mourn  and  a 
time  to  dance,  a  time  to  receive  and 
a  time  to  give,  a  time  to  keep  and 
a  time  to  discard.  Our  time  to  be 
born  is  past,  but  when  our  time 
comes  to  die  let  us  be  in  the  posi- 
tion where  we  can  look  every  man 
in  the  eye,  and  look  up  to  Him 
who  is  our  Judge  and  our  Father. 


36 


CUMORAH'S  SOUTHERN  MESSENGER 


February,  1964 


SUNDAY  SCHOOL  PAGE 


THE   FAIREST   GEM 


OH,  Say  What  Is  Truth?"  These 
words  begin  one  of  the  well 
known  Latter-day  Saints'  hymns. 
But  they  are  by  no  means  restricted 
to  any  body  of  people  nor  any 
period  of  time.  They  have  been 
asked  from  the  very  edge  of 
recorded  history,  repeated  in  a  most 
important  connection  at  the  very 
meridian  of  time,  and  brought  forth 
in  our  own  time  by  everyone  from 
the  honest  seeker  to  the  alibi- 
making  young  agnostics.  Indeed  the 
hymn  we  know  so  well  was  written 
by  a  man  who  was  extremely 
familiar  with  the  quiery,  as  well  as 
with  the  sources  for  an  answer. 

Young  John  Jaques  was  baptised 
in  1845  and  knew  much  of  that 
elusive  entity  called  truth,  even  at 
his  tender  age.  But  he  realised  also 
the  source  of  all  knowledge  and 
bore  this  conviction  with  him 
throughout  his  life.  His  testimony 
of  the  gospel  carried  him  through 
many  troubles  and  he  filled  with 
dignity  and  honour  a  mission  call 
in  the  British  Isles,  held  many 
responsible  Church  positions,  and 
finally  became  the  Assistant  Church 
Historian.  The  truth  he  felt  in  the 
message  of  the  restoration  was  ex- 
pressed by  himself  in  the  beautiful 
words  of  the  hymn  "Softly  Beams 
the  Sacred  Dawning".  All  the  mean- 
ing of  the  latter  days  and  the  co- 
incident activities  appears  to  be 
summed  up  so  well  in  those  words. 

But  as  Elder  Jaques  grew,  he 
learned  that  God  will  not  place  at 
our  feet  all  that  we  need,  if  we  are 
not  willing  at  least  to  stoop  over 
and  pick  it  up.  He  knew  that  it 
was  the  righteous  that  would  put  on 
"robes  of  bright  adorning"  and  that 
we  could  hardly  be  termed  the 
righteous  and  obedient  if  we  did 
not  fully  appreciate  and  utilise  all 
that  God  has  granted  to  us.  We 
must  learn  from  each  of  our  ex- 
periences. By  observation  and  con- 
stant alertness  we  may  learn  many 
valuable    things;    we    broaden    our 


understanding  and  hasten  our  per- 
fection. 

Elder  Jaques  related  that  on  one 
occasion  he  was  approached  by  a 
beggar  and  asked  for  alms.  But, 
undoubtedly  in  a  hurry,  Brother 
Jaques  refused  the  man  his  request 
and  with  a  shrug  passed  by.  The 
next  day  there  was  a  notice  in  the 
paper  of  that  area  concerning  a 
man  who  had  died  the  night  before, 
alone  and  in  poor  straits.  When  he 
read  that  item,  Elder  Jaques  hurried 
to  the  morgue,  hoping  his  suspi- 
cions were  wrong,  but  fearing  they 
were  right.  And  they  were;  there 
on  the  cot  in  the  morgue  lay  the 
man  who  just  one  day  ago  had 
asked  for  help.  That  lesson  was 
never  forgotten.  From  that  day  for- 
ward, Elder  Jaques  always  had  a 
pocketful  of  change,  many  coins  of 
whatever  land  he  might  be  in,  for 
no  other  purpose  than  to  give  to 
those  who  might  ask.  Never  again 
did  he  pass  a  beggar,  without  first 
assisting  to  some  extent. 

This  is  one  incident  in  the  life 
of  one  man;  but  it  illustrates  how 
we  may  all  learn  from  our  ex- 
periences and  how  we  may  make 
certain  that  mistakes  are  never 
repeated.  Experience  is  just  about 
the  best  teacher  because  it  is  so 
personal,  because  it  absolutely  de- 
mands our  attention,  because  it  is 
so  often  bitter  or  sweet,  productive 
of  mourning  or  conducive  to  joy, 
in  the  extreme.  Teaching  reaches  its 
optimum  in  the  medium  of  ex- 
perience because  there  is  absolutely 
no  doubt  as  to  its  true  value;  the 
individual  knows  for  a  certainty 
that  the  experience  is  believable, 
for  it  actually  happened  to  him. 
Thus  we  all  know  the  Church  is 
true,  presumably,  because  of  some 
thing  or  things  that  have  occured 
in  our  own  lives;  our  prayers  have 
been  answered,  our  hearts  have  been 
touched,  or  perhaps  we  have  wit- 
nessed some  miracle  or  even  been 

(Continued  on  page  55) 
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COMPASSINATE   SERVICE 

by  Joyce  Trotter 


(a  talk  given  at  the  opening  of  the  Salisbury  Chapel  Relief  Society  meeting 
on  the  nineteenth  of  January) 


y  FEEL  very  privileged  to  have 
•*-  been  asked  to  speak  today,  on 
this  very  special  day  for  us  in 
Salisbury.  I  cannot  tell  you  how 
wonderful  it  is  to  have  a  place  of 
our  own  at  last.  Now  that  we  have 
a  landmark  here  in  the  city,  I  feel 
that  with  it  we  have  a  greater 
responsibility.  At  the  front  of  this 
building  for  all  to  see  is  the  name 
"The  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of 
Latter-day  Saints."  As  Latter-day 
Saints  we  are  followers  of  Jesus 
Christ.  In  the  New  Testament  Jesus 
said  to  His  followers,  "Ye  shall  do 
the  work  which  ye  see  me  do."  That 
is  where  our  responsibility  lies.  As 
we  read  of  the  ministry  of  Jesus 
Christ,  His  entire  ministry  was 
spent  in  service  to  others;  in  fact 
the  work  done  was  a  work  of 
service  for  everyone  who  lives  in 
this  world. 

President  David  O.  McKay  said, 
"Next  to  motherhood  and  teaching, 
woman  attains  her  highest  glory 
in  the  realm  of  compassionate 
service."  In  March  1842,  when  the 
Relief  Society  had  been  organised, 
the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith  met  with 
the  sisters  and  said,  "This  is  a 
charitable  society  and  according  to 
your  natures  it  is  natural  for 
females  to  have  feelings  of  charity 
and  benevolence.  You  are  now 
placed  in  a  situation  in  which  you 
can  act  in  accordance  to  those 
sympathies  which  God  has  planted 
in  your  bosom."  I  feel  it  is  accord- 
ing to  our  natures,  if  we  cultivate 
it,  to  have  compassion,  to  love 
truth,  to  appreciate  beauty,  to  be 
kind,  generous,  thoughtful  and 
honest.  But  to  reach  perfection  in 
tbese  qualities  requires  intense 
effort.  For  it  is  as  we  read  in  James 
1:22:  "Be  ye  doers  of  the  word, 
and  not  hearers  only,  deceiving 
your  own  selves." 


We  are  expected  to  give  time, 
talents,  and  service.  Every  day  we 
encounter  opportunities  to  serve, 
not  only  our  members,  our  friends, 
and  our  neighbours,  but  the  people 
we  come  into  contact  with.  To  for- 
get oneself  in  an  effort  to  perform 
a  thougtful  act,  or  show  an  un- 
expected kindness,  does  not  require 
any  special  calling  and  it  need  not 
call  for  any  expense.  A  cheerful 
word  when  one  is  lying  in  bed,  can 
be  both  encouraging  and  strengthen- 
ing. To  spend  a  little  time  with  a 
lonely  person,  perhaps  reading  or 
relating  a  happy  experience,  lets 
them  know  there  is  still  someone 
who  cares.  As  Relief  Society  Sisters, 
we  can  be  assigned  to  assist  in 
various  capacities,  not  only  spiri- 
tual and  moral,  but  also  for  the 
physical    well-being    of   the    people. 

One  of  the  hardest  tests  is  to 
reach  out  as  volunteers  in  service, 
when  there  is  no  legal  demand 
upon  us,  no  social  pressure;  when 
there  may  even  be  good  justifica- 
tion to  walk  by  on  the  other  side, 
as  did  the  Priest  and  the  Levite  in 
the  Parable  of  the  Good  Samaritan. 
They  did  nothing;  they  neither 
helped  nor  hurt  the  man.  They  just 
did  not  want  to  be  mixed  up  in 
the  affair;  their  plans  and  schedules 
were  not  to  be  upset  by  the  situa- 
tion. Like  many  of  us  today,  they 
missed  one  more  opportunity  to  be 
of  real  service. 

As  Leslie  D.  Weatherhead  writes : 
"When  I  am  tempted  to  listen  to 
hot  egotistic  voices  within  my  own 
heart,  when  it  seems  that  love  can 
never  win  but  always  loses;  when 
it  seems  that  humility  is  ruthlessly 
trodden  down  by  those  who  pass 
over  it  on  the  way  to  their  own 
selfish  ambitions;  when  it  seems  as 
though  God  cannot  possibly 
(Continued  on  page  39) 
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COMPARATIVE  REPORT  FOR  DECEMBER 


THE  TOP  THREE 
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Port  Elizabeth** 
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*   Congratulations  on  your   100%    Visiting  Teacher   Visits! 
**  Branches  which  failed  to  report. 
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triumph,  when  pity  and  mercy  and 
love  and  kindness  and  tenderness 
are  weakened;  when  it  seems  as 
though  greatness  is  only  possessed 
by  those  who  know  how  to  grab 
and  have  the  power  to  snatch  at  it, 
no  matter  what  the  cost  to  others; 
ah  yes,  when  voices  sound  in  my 
own  heart  which  say  you  must  play 
for  your  own  hand,  you  must  think 
of  number  one,  you  must  not  let 
yourself  be  trodden  down;  when 
I  am  thus  tempted,  my  God,  may 
I  hear  in  imagination  the  tinkling 
of  water,  poured  into  a  basin,  and 


see,  as  in  a  vision,  the  Son  of  God 
washing  the  disciples'  feet."  What 
an  example  the  Saviour  set  for  us. 
Einstein  said,  "It  is  high  time  that 
the  ideal  of  success  should  be  re- 
placed by  the  ideal  of  service." 

There  is  a  story  which  is  often 
told  at  Christmas  time.  Perhaps  you 
are  familiar  with  it:  "The  Other 
Wise  Man",  written  by  Henry  van 
Dyke.  This  is  the  story  of  a  Persian 
nobleman,  Artaban,  who  having 
learned  of  the  birth  of  the  Saviour 
sells  all  his  worldly  possessions  and 
buys    three    precious   jewels.    These 

(Continued  on  page  41) 
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FROM  OUR  FILES 


III'). I. Ml. 1. 1 
BEUKMAN,   Ronnie  Johann 

CARLETONVILLE 
ALEXANDER,   Jcancttc   Ann 
ALEXANDER,   Leon    Rome 
BARTMAN,  Jacob   Eliza 
DU  PLESSIS.  Wendy  Merle 

COPERBELT 
PASHLEY,    Brenda    Vera 

MOWBRAY 
MARITZ.    Willcm    Hendrik,    Jr. 


Baptisms 


PRETORIA 
HUTTON.  Sharon   Mane 
VAN    VUUREN.    Anne    Marie    Jansen 
VERHAVEN,  Jane 
VILJOEN,    Johanna    Maria 
RAMAH 
SNYMAN,   Christopher   John 

SPRINGS 
BRETT,  Ian 
CHATON.  Paulctte   Helenc  Gilberte 


BLOEMFONTEIN 
YOUNG,   Neil  Charles 

CARLETONVTLLE 
ALEXANDER,   Dale  Rome 
ALEXANDER,  Hugh   Lladwyn 
ALEXANDER,    Michael    Richard 


Blessings 


DURBAN 
WALLANDER.   Karin   Elisha 

EAST  LONDON 
STRYDOM,   Neville 
STRYDOM,  Teresa 

PRETORIA 
JANSEN    VAN    VUUREN,    Wessel    Jacobus 


Death 


SALISBURY 
NISBET,     Violet     Williams— died    November 
29,  1963  in  Salisbury,  Southern  Rhodesia. 


Ordinations 


EAST  RAND 
ADENDORFF,     Albert     Aliver— ordained     a 

Priest. 
BOTHA,      Hendrik      Josephus — ordained      a 

Priest. 
CARR,  Frederick  Bernard — ordained  a  Priest. 
HOLTHOUSEN,    Steven    Craig— ordained    a 

Teacher. 
JACOBS,       Valentine      Henry — ordained      a 

Priest. 
VAN    ZYL,    Frederick — ordained   a   Teacher. 


PRETORIA 
UYTENBOGAARDT,     Stephen— ordained     a 

Priest. 

SPRINGS 
LEISEGANG,     David     Harold— ordained     a 

Teacher. 
MAC      KAY,      Frederick      Ian — ordained      a 

Teacher. 
M'CRYSTAL,     Trevor     Hilton — ordained      a 

Teacher. 
VAN      NIEKERK,      Cornelius— ordained      a 

Teacher. 


MISSIONARY  ACTIVITIES 

Appointments 

ELDER  DON   PERRY— Appointed  Supervising  Elder  of  the  Natal  District,  January   14,    1964. 
ELDER    ALMA    DONLY — Appointed    Supervising    Elder    of    the    Tri-Cities    District,    January 
14,   1964. 

Arrivals 

ELDER  ROCCO   DE   VILLIERS— from  Bergvliet,   Cape  arrived  on  January   1,   1964  and    was 
assigned   to   labour   in    the   Southern   Suburbs. 
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Transfers 


SISTER  HELEN   CAMP — from  Durban,   Natal  to  Kensington,   Johannesburg    on  January   2 

1964. 
SISTER   HELEN   HOMER — from   Kensington,    Johannesburg   to  Durban,    Natal    on  January 

2,    1964. 
ELDER  DON   PERRY— from   Bloemfontein   to   Durban,  on   January   14,   1964. 
ELDER  ALMA  DONLY — from  Durban  to  Bloemfontein,   on  January   14,    1964. 
ELDER  JOHN  CARLSON— from   Florida  to  Mission   Home,  on  January  2,   1964. 
ELDER  RONALD  MILLBURN — from  Mayfair,   Johannesburg   to  Mission  Home    on  January 

2,   1964. 
ELDER   WILLIAM  BELL— from  Carletonville  to   Bulawayo,  Southern  Rhodesia,  on  January 

14,  1964 
ELDER   ROGER   MOORE— from  Pretoria   to    Salisbury,   Southern   Rhodesia    on  January    14 

19b4. 
ELDER  DALE  DUNCAN — from    Pietermartizburg,   Natal,    to   Southern   Suburbs,   on  January 

14,    1964. 
ELDER  CALVIN  BAKER — from   Germiston  to  Pietermaritzburg,  Natal,  on  January  14,   1964. 
ELDER  JACKIE  DE  WET— from  Welkom.   Orange  Free  State,  to  Cape  Town,  on  January 

14,  1964. 
ELDER   KEITH   GAMBLE— from   Green   Point,    Cape,    to  Wynberg,   Cape,   on  January    14, 

1964. 
ELDER   ROCCO  DE   VILLIERS— from   Southern   Suburbs   to  Carletonville,    on   January   14, 

1964. 
ELDER   JACK    ALBRETSON— from    Bulawayo,    Southern    Rhodesia   to   Pretoria,    on    January 

21,  1964. 
ELDER  EDWARD  SORENSON— from  Salisbury,  Southern  Rhodesia,  to  Springs,  on  January 

21,   1964. 


Releases 


ELDER   MARION    BRENT    CHUGG — from   Providence,    Utah,    was    honorably   released    on 

February    8,     1964.    He    laboured    in    Cape    Town,     Port    Elizabeth,    Bulawayo,    S.R., 

Pietermaritzburg. 
ELDER    BRENT    K.    MANGUM— from    Salt    Lake    City,    Utah,    was    honorably    released    on 

February  7,    1964.    He  laboured   in   East    Rand,   Johannesburg,    Bloemfontein,    Parkhurst, 

Vanderbijl  Park,  and  Pretoria. 
ELDER    REESE    KENT    PARKER— from    Providence,    Utah,    was    honorably    released     on 

February  7,  1964.  He  laboured  in  Bulawayo,  S.R.,  Salisbury,  S.R.,   Krugersdorp,  Durban, 

Kensington,     served     as    Supervising     Elder     and    Second     Counsellor     in    the     Mission 

Presidency. 
ELDER  KEITH  WOOD  SMITH— from  Logan,  Utah,  was  honorably  released  on  February  8, 

1964.  He  laboured  in  Stilfontein,  Salisbury,  S.R.,  Southern  Suburbs,  served  as  Supervising 

Elder. 
ELDER  CLARON  EDWIN  SWENSON— from  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah,  was  honorably  released 

on  February  8,    1964.   He  laboured   in  Chingola,   N.R.,   Durban,  East   Rand,    and   Cape 

Town.   He  served  as  Supervising  Elder. 
ELDER  BERKLEY  DALE  THOMPSON— from  Santa  Rosa,  California,  was  honorably  released 

on  February  8,    1964.   He  laboured  in  Pretoria,  Benoni.   East  London,  and  Durban. 

COMPASSIONATE  SERVICE     (Continued  from  page  39) 

he    plans    to    take    as    gifts   to    the  "For    I    was    a    hungered,    and    ye 

Messiah  as  tokens  of  his  love  and  gave  me  meat;  I  was  thirsty  and  ye 

affection.  Stopping  to  help  someone  gave   me   drink;    I   was   a   stranger 

in    need    along    the    way,    Artaban  and   ye   took  me   in.  Verily,   I  say 

arrives    in    Bethlehem    and    learns  unto    you :    inasmuch    as    ye    have 

that  Mary  and  Joseph  have  fled  to  done  it  unto  the  least  of  these  my 

safety,    with    Baby    Jesus.    Artaban  brethren,  ve  have  done  it  unto  me.  ' 

spends    his    life    in    search    of   the  I  would  like  to  quote  a  poem  by 

Messiah.  In  the  process  he  ministers  Emily  Dickenson.  I  think  the  oppor- 

to  the  distress  and  suffering  of  his  tunities  for  rendering  compassionate 

fellow  men.  Three  times  he  comes  services    are    beautifully    expressed 

near  to  seeing  the  Saviour,  but  each  in  this  poem : 

time  he  finds  someone  in  need  of  "If    I    can    stop    one    heart    from 

of   his   urgent   help.    One    by   one,  breaking, 

Artaban    gives    away    his    precious  "I   shall   not  live  in   vain. 

jewels  in  order  to  help  others.  He  "If  I  can  ease  one  life  the  aching, 

is  never  blessed  with  the  opportunity  "Or  cool   one   pain, 

of    seeing    Jesus   and   feels   that   he  "Or  help  one  fainting  robin 

has   failed   his  mission.   Yet,   as  he  "Unto    his    nest    again, 

is   dying,  he  hears   a  voice   saying,  "I  shall  not  live  in  vain." 
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BELLVILLE  BRANCH  REPORT 

by  Alice  B.  Storey 

THE  month  of  December  has  been  a  very  active  one  in  the  Bellville 
Branch.  On  the  21st  of  the  month,  Sister  Felicity  Barnes  and 
Brother  Ronnie  Beukman  were  married  at  Mowbray  Chapel.  The  wedding 
was  followed  by  a  reception  at  the  Vineyard  Hotel,  Newlands,  which  in 
turn  was  followed  by  the  baptism  of  Brother  Beukman.  The  happy  couple 
are  now  settled  at  their  new  home  in  Walvis  Bay. 

We  are  also  pleased  to  welcome  into  our  branch  Sister  Ursula  Taut 
and  her  four  children,  who  were  recently  baptised. 

The  branch  attended  a  District  Musical  Christmas  Service  at  Mow- 
bray Branch  on  Sunday  evening,  the  22nd  December.  On  the  24th,  Christ- 
mas Eve,  the  M.I.A.  went  carolling  under  the  able  direction  of  our  music 
director,  Sister  Joyce  Jakins,  who  had  spent  most  of  the  last  month 
training  the  carol  singers.  The  M.I.A.  also  held  a  New  Year's  Party  at 
the  home  of  Brother  and  Sister  Lotter,  where  we  all  enjoyed  dancing, 
games  and  refreshments. 

During  this  month  we  have  had  many  visitors  including  Brother 
Duane  Jakins  and  his  family  and  his  two  younger  brothers,  Sorrel  and 
Sheridan,  who  visited  their  father  in  hospital  here.  Holiday  makers 
who  visited  the  Cape  and  attended  our  meetings  were  the  Thompson 
family  from  Salisbury,  Brother  Hanekom  from  the  Transvaal,  and 
Brother  Beukman  who  came  down  from  South-West  Africa  for  his 
wedding  and  baptism. 

Our  Branch  President,  Brother  Goosen,  and  his  family  have  left  for 
a  short  holiday  up-country. 

We  should  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  wishing  all  the  Saints 
throughout  the  Mission  a  very  happy  Christmas  and  a  prosperous  new 
year  and  may  the  Lord's  richest  blessing  be  with  you  all. 

♦■ 

BLOEMFONTEIN  BRANCH  REPORT 
by  Alma  Robb 

WELL,  here  we  are  in  the  New  Year;  the  old  year  has  passed  and  all 
the  festivities  are  over.  December  as  usual  was  a  busy  month  for 
all,  what  with  the  lovely  Sunday  School  Christmas  Party  held  at  Brother 
and  Sister  Daubney's  house  on  the  fourteenth  of  December.  Everybody 
enjoyed  themselves  and  the  youngsters  were  all  thrilled  at  the  arrival 
of  Father  Christmas  in  an  Anglia  car  full  of  toys  for  them.  There  was 
plenty  to  eat  as  well.  Many  thanks,  Brother  and  Sister  Daubney,  for  the 
use  of  your  lovely  lawns  and  also  the  swimming  pool. 

On  Sunday,  the  15th  of  December,  the  Relief  Society  took  over 
after  the  evening  sacrament  and  the  Sisters  gave  us  some  inspiring  talks 
as  well  as  some  fine  singing  by  the  Singing  Mothers.  During  the  past 
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month,  Brother  and  Sister  Heydenrech  and  family  were  away  on  holiday 
but  are  once  again  back  in  our  midst. 

M.I.A.  is  going  well  with  attendances  and  the  young  folk  are  busy 
practising  volley-ball  and  are  planning  their  programme,  which  they 
hope  to  put  on  at  this  year's  convention. 

From  Kimberley  comes  news  that  Sister  Dalgleish  is  getting  on  fine 
and  that  she  will  be  returning  to  Bloemfontein  early  next  month  for 
further  operations  and  treatment.  We  do  hope  and  pray  that  all  will  go 
well  with  her. 

Elder  Bruce  Williams,  who  has  laboured  in  Kimberley  for  the  past 
few  months,  has  now  left  for  Pretoria,  and  in  his  place  we  welcome 
Elder  Carlson. 

Surprise  of  the  New  Year  was  the  announcement  of  the  engagement 
of  Brother  John  Spear,  eldest  son  of  our  District  President  Sydney  Spear, 
to  Miss  Merle  van  Wyk.  Hearty  congratulations,  John  and  Merle;  may 
your  future  years  together  be  happy  ones,  and  may  our  dear  Heavenly 
Father  bless  and  guide  you  in  all  you  do. 

To  end  with,  we  here  in  Bloemfontein  are  sweltering  in  the  terrible 
heat  that  we  are  experiencing,  and  can  do  with  some  rain  and  cooler 
weather. 

God  bless  you  all. 


■4^- 


BULAWAYO  BRANCH  REPORT 

by  Shirley  Woolf 

ON  the  26th  October  a  very  precious  harvest  was  reaped.  The  Lord  has 
said,  "Suffer  little  children  to  come  unto  me".  We  welcome  with 
much  joy  into  our  midst,  John,  Lorraine.  Elaine,  and  Anthony  Peake. 
Janine  and  Taryn  Twaits  and  little  Doris  Peake  were  blessed.  May  God 
grant  that  these  children  be  led  in  the  path  of  righteousness. 

Our  conference  was  held  on  November  10;  the  flower  arrangements, 
exquisite  tributes  to  God's  glorious  handiwork.  The  speakers  in  Relief 
Society  were  Sisters  Joyce  Yates,  J.  Jones,  D.  Scarff  and  Sister  Isaac. 
Sister  Yates  also  rendered  a  solo  of  "Oh  My  Father"  most  beautifu  ly. 

The  conference  theme  was  from  Isaiah  43:11,  "I  even  I,  am  the  Lord 
and  beside  me  there  is  no  Saviour".  The  speakers  during  the  first  and 
second  sessions  were  President  Isaac,  Robin  Austin,  Elder  Snarr,  Brother 
Jubber  and  President  Alldredge.  Brother  Walton  Jubber  opened  the 
second  session  with  prayer  and  the  speakers  were  Sister  Jean  Newbold, 
Sister  Shirley  Woolf,  Elder  Albretson  and  President  and  Sister  Alldredge. 

In  the  evening  a  fireside  was  held  in  the  form  of  a  film  show  and  a 
tape  recording  of  Matthew  Cowley  speaking  on  "Miracles".  What  a 
wonderful  man  he  was;  truly  one  of  the  choice  spirits  and  a  messenger  of 
the  Lord.  The  film  was  called  "How  Near  to  the  Angles"  with  the  theme 
of  Temple  Marriage,  God's  most  precious  gift  to  man  and  woman.  It  was 
a  long  day,  but  never  was  a  day  filled  with  so  much. 

Sister  Jean  Olson  is  visiting  her  sister,  Sister  Hertog,  and  we  welcome 
Sister  Olson  into  our  midst. 

Our  Mad  Hatter's  Party  brought  forth  some  hilarious  results  and  we 
wish  to  thank  Brother  Scarff  for  the  way  he  is  fulfilling  his  call  as  presi- 
dent of  the  M.I.A. 

Sister  Budd  and  little  Naomi  Warren  were  on  the  sick  list.  They  are 
both  on  the  road  of  good  health  once  more. 

Once  again  we  enjoyed  the  company  of  the  Travelling  Elders.  It 
was  wonderful  to  see  President  Parker  and  Elder  Lifferth  again.  We 
extend  our  warmest  congratulations  to  President  Parker  on  being 
appointed  as  Second  Counsellor  in  the  South  African  Mission  Presidency. 
It  was  like  two  of  the  family  returned  home  for  a  little  while.  Sunday 
evening  they  left  with  us  words  of  advice  and  strengthened  our  testi- 
monies with  their  own  strong,  deep  testimonies.  We  pray   these  two 

February,  1964  CUMORAH'S  SOUTHERN  MESSENGER  43 


wonderful  missionaries  will  travel  in  peace  and  safety.  God  bless  them 
both. 

We  extend  our  congratulations  to  Brother  and  Sister  Bill  Jubber 
on  the  arrival  of  a  beautiful  baby  girl.  Little  Billy  and  Karen  are 
thrilled  with  their  little  sister  Michelle;  better  known  as  "Mr.  Shell" 
by  little  Karen. 

On  the  fourteenth  of  December  we  held  our  Christmas  Tree  Party. 
Father  Christmas  was  given  an  enthusiastic  welcome.  One  little  girl 
contributed  to  the  fun  of  the  evening  by  stating,  "That  is  my  Daddy; 
he  has  got  the  same  shape  nose."  Everyone  enjoyed  the  games  and 
the  refreshments.  The  children  were  delighted  with  their  presents. 

Christmas  has  come  and  now  the  new  year  is  almost  upon  us,  and 
along  with  Benjamin  Franklin  our  new  year's  resolution  could  be  :  Be 
civil  to  all,  sociable  to  many,  familiar  with  few,  friend  to  one,  and 
enemy  to  none.  We  send  our  love  and  season's  greetings  for  a  happy 
and  peaceful  year  ahead,  and  along  with  John  we  say,  "Beloved,  let  us 
love  one  another,  for  love  is  of  God". 


CARLETONVILLE  BRANCH  REPORT 

by  Cecilia  Nell 

DECEMBER  has  been  a  busy  mont'.i,  full  of  events  and  surprises. 
We  wish  to  welcome  Brother  Andrew  Morrison  to  the  branch;  he 
was  baptised  and  confirmed  on  the  1st  of  December. 

Never  have  so  many  visited  us  in  one  moith.  We  had  the  honour 
of  having  Presidents  Alldredge,  Powrie,  President  Chater,  and  President 
Bibb  visiting  us  at  our  Fast  and  Testimony  Meeting.  President  Alldredge 
brought  the  plans  for  our  chapel  and  it  will  be  a  lovely  building  indeed 
when  completed.  Fireside  was  a  lovely  surprise.  Elder  Weatherbee  had 
a  novel  idea  and  we  learned  the  birth  places  of  the  members  and  why 
they  love  the  gospel. 

Brother  and  Sister  Carr  and  son  were  welcome  visitors  on  the  8th 
of  December.  Our  guest  speaker  for  the  month  was  Brother  Rauben- 
heimer  from  Pretoria.  We  wish  to  thank  him  for  his  inspiring  talk  and 
also  extend  a  welcome  to  Sister  Raubenheimer,  who  attended  Sacrament 
Services.  Brother  Bennington  from  Ramah  was  the  other  guest  speaker 
and  it  was  indeed  lovely  to  have  the  Bennington  family  come  out  for 
Sacrament  Service.  Brother  Brentot  was  another  welcome  visitor. 

We  had  our  Christmas  Party  at  the  home  of  Brother  and  Sister  du 
Plessis.  Friends,  investigators,  and  members  all  had  a  most  enjoyable 
evening. 

The  Carletonville  Saints  send  greetings  for  a  happy  new  year,  and 
a  special  message  comes  from  Elder  Louis  Nell  from  the  Netherlands, 
who  wishes  everybody  "Een  Gelukkige  Nieuwjaar". 


COPPERBELT  BRANCH  REPORT 

by  Iris  J.  Engh 

MY,  how  times  does  fly!  Here  we  are  at  the  beginning  of  another 
new  year.  We  hope  and  pray  that  1964  will  see  the  fulfillment  of 
all  our  dreams  regarding  our  chapel  which  we  hope  will  be  erected  this 
year  with  our  Heavenly  Father's  help.  Somuch  has  happened  in  the 
year  just  past,  new  members  have  been  baptised  and  old  ones  have  left 
for  new  pastures. 

We  were  very  sorry  to  say  farewell  to  Elder  Allen  who  has  won  a 
place  in  everybody's  heart  with  his  ready  smile  and  delightful  person- 
ality. We  know  that  he  is  going  to  win  many  souls  for  our  Father  in 
heaven  before  his  mission  is  completed.  We  welcome  Elder  Traveller 
who  has  come  to  labour  in  this  part  of  the  Lord's  vineyard.  This  part 
of  the  world  is  not  the  easiest  to  work  in  as  many  miles  divide  the  mem- 
bers and  the  Elders  have  a  lot  of  travelling  to  do.  They  are  doing  a 
wonderful  work  under  difficult  conditions,  but  their  labours  will  be 
blessed. 
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We  welcome  Sister  Pashley  who  was  baptised  into  the  fold  during 
December.  We  know  that  Sister  Pashley  will  be  a  true  ambassador  for 
the  Lord. 

Our  ranks  are  very  depleted  as  so  many  members  are  away  on 
holiday  and  others  have  left  to  look  for  "greener  grass".  We  were  sorry 
to  say  farewell  to  Brother  and  Sister  Fourie  and  Mariana,  who  have 
gone  "somewhere  down  south,,'  also  Brother  and  Sister  Lawrence  and 
Family  and  Brother  and  Sister  van  Deventer.  Another  dear  one  we  were 
very  sorry  to  say  farewell  to  was  Sister  Glynis  McTavish,  who  has  gone 
to  stay  in  Krugersdorp.  It  looks  as  though  the  Copperbelt  Branch  is 
going  to  be  a  very  depleted  one.  We  know,  however,  that  the  Church 
will  grow  up  here  and  we  would  like  to  extend  a  warm  welcome  to 
Brother  Davy  who  has  come  to  work  in  Mufulira  and  we  wish  him  the 
best  of  luck  on  his  new  job. 

Once  again  it  is  time  to  say.  "That's  all  for  now",  and  may  God's 
richest  blessings  be  with  all  the  Saints  everywhere. 


D1 


DURBAN  BRANCH  REPORT 

by  Julie  Bakker 

kECEMBER  is  always  a  lovely  month  in 
Durban  because  we  have  so  many  visi- 
tors from  other  branches.  It  is  a  pleasure  to 
meet  and  talk  with  them,  and  to  hear  how 
other  branches  are  progressing.  Our  visitors 
are  too  numerous  to  mention  but  we  do 
extend  a  warm  welcome  to  them  all  and 
hope  they  will  enjoy  their  stay  in  Durban. 

The  M.I.A.  sponsored  a  very  enjoyable 
picnic  on  the  sixteenth  of  December  at 
Umdloti  Beach.  A  very  good  time  was  had 
by  all. 
Friday  the  twentieth  was  the  opening  night 
of  the  "Christmas  Rose",  a  three-act  play  produced  by  Sister  Merril 
Jakins,  under  the  direction  of  Sister  Beryl  Soane.  The  cast  and  back- 
stage workers  are  to  be  congratulated  on  a  really  fine  production.  We 
are  all  looking  forward  to  the  next  play. 

Very  happy  to  have  Brother  Malcolm  Miller  with  us  after  his  serious 
accident,  and  it  was  a  joy  to  hear  him  testify  to  the  power  of  the  Priest- 
hood which  aided  his  recovery. 

A  lovely  surprise  this  month  was  the  engagement  of  Brother  Tony 
Larson  and  Sister  Gillian  Sneedon.  Congratulations,  and  every  good 
wish  for  the  future. 

On  New  Year's  Eve,  many  of  the  members  and  friends  gathered  in 
the  recreation  hall  to  sing  and  dance  out  the  old  year. 

The  members  of  the  Durban  Branch  would  like  to  take  this  oppor- 
tunity of  wishing  all  the  members  throughout  the  Mission,  Greetings 
for  the  New  Year. 


EAST  LONDON  BRANCH  REPORT 

by  Phinie  van  Heerden 

EAST  LONDON  is  once  again  moving  along    more   placidly   after    a 
hectic  holiday  period.  The  exodus  of  holiday-makers  is  now  in  full 
swing,  having  started  where  the  Grand  Prix  left  off. 

The  East  London  Branch  had  a  lovely  picnic  on  the  sixteenth,  at 
the  Nahoon  River.  The  members  went  home  as  brown  as  berries  and 
tired  out  after  their  strenuous  day  in  the  open. 
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We  utilized  the  hall  of  our  new  chapel  for  the  purpose  of  our  Christ- 
mas Party.  A  jolly  time  was  had  by  all,  particularly  the  children,  who 
received  gifts  and  sweets  from  Father  Christmas.  The  hall  was  again 
put  to  use  on  New  Year's  Eve,  when  the  Saints  gathered  to  enjoy  them- 
selves prior  to  "sounding  in"  the  New  Year. 

We  had  the  pleasure  of  a  visit  from  Brother  and  Sister  McTavish 
from  Northern  Rhodesia  and  also  Brother  and  Sister  Roberts  from 
Krugersdorp.  This  opportunity  was  put  to  good  advantage  in  that 
Brother  McTavish  was  invited  to  entertain  us  with  a  rendering  of  "O  My 
Father".  Other  visitors  were  Brother  and  Sister  Ek  from  Port  Elizabeth. 
Brother  and  Sister  Stemmet  and  family  from  Witbank,  and  Brother 
and  Sister  Reckas  from  Ramah.  We  hope  that  their  stay  in  East  Lon- 
don was  a  happy  one. 

We  wish  to  welcome  Brother  and  Sister  Lawrence  and  family  from 
the  Copperbelt,  who  are  here  to  stay. 

We  had  the  pleasure  of  the  company  of  the  Travelling  Elders. 
President  Parker  and  Elder  Whittaker.  We  very  much  enjoyed  meeting 
with  them  and  hearing  their  inspiring  talks. 


EAST  RAND  BRANCH  REPORT 

by  Shirley  Evans 


IT  is  with  deep  regret  that  we  report  the  death  of  Sister  Grace 
Spandow,  who  passed  away  in  the  early  hours  of  Saturday  morn- 
ing, the  14th  of  December.  Sister  Spandow  has  been  a  member  of  the 
Church  since  1957.  During  the  period  that  our  branch  met  in  Brakpan, 
she  was  an  active  member,  Sunday  School  Counsellor,  and  Relief  Society 
Work  Meeting  teacher.  Although  Sister  Spandow  no  longer  came  out  to 
meetings,  whenever  we  went  to  ask  for  some  assistance  she  was  always 
ready  to  help.  Our  heartfelt  sympathies  are  extended  to  Brother 
Spandow  and  his  family  in  this  great  loss. 

Sister  M.  Hyde,  who  is  almost  90  years  old,  is  very  ill  in  the  Far 
East  Rand  Hospital  and  the  members  are  asked  to  remember  her  in  their 
prayers. 

December  the  14th  was  the  wedding  day  of  Sister  Leslie  Jordaan 
and  Ian  Sinclair.  We  wish  them  everything  of  the  best  in  this  venture 
and  may  the  Lord  bless  them  that  all  their  troubles  be  little  ones. 

At  our  Sacrament  Meeting  on  the  15th,  we  had  three  guest  speakers, 
namely:  Brothers  Hyrum  Dewsnup,  George  Samuel,  and  Digby  Chater. 
Their  talks  all  revolved  around  missionary  work  and  left  us  much  food 
for  thought.  We  were  also  glad  to  have  Sister  Walleschak  with  us  again 
to  help  out  by  playing  the  piano  in  the  absence  of  Sister  Balmer,  who 
went  with  Brother  Balmer  to  Ramah. 

The  Sunday  School  Christmas  Party  was  a  most  enjoyable  affair. 
Everybody  travelled  to  Jan  Smuts  park  in  Brakpan  where  games  were 
organised  and  refreshments  served.  The  younger  children  were  given 
presents.  We  would  like  to  say  a  big  "Thank  You"  to  the  Sunday  School 
Superintendency. 

After  the  Christmas  Service  on  Sunday  the  21st,  a  fireside  was  held 
at  which  Elder  Lamb  played  a  tape  of  an  address  given  by  President 
David  O.  McKay.  It  was  wonderful  to  hear  the  strong,  clear  voice  of  our 
prophet  as  he  instructs  and  guides  his  people. 

The  Priesthood  started  the  year  off  on  the  right  foot:  they  spent 
between  five  and  six  hours  each  filling  in  foundations  at  the  site  of 
our  new  chapel.  It  was  hot  and  tirirg  work  and  afterwards  they  went 
to  Murray  Park  to  cool  off  in  the  pool.  Any  members  who  want  to  lose 
weight,  build  muscles,  or  get  some  fresh  air  by  working  out  in  the  open, 
please  contact  Brother  Evans,  who  will  accommodate  you. 
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President  Adendorff  and  family  have  just  returned  from  a  very 
pleasant  week's  holiday  and  Brother  and  Sister  Carr  are  at  present 
enjoying  a  well  earned  rest. 

Congratulations  to  Brother  and  Sister  Gary  Cloete  on  the  birth  of 
a  lovely  boy.  Gary  Junior  is  doing  fine  and  so  is  his  mother. 

Brother  and  Sister  Henry  Jacobs  were  very  thrilled  during  this  past 
week-end  when  their  young  son,  Johannes,  was  baptised. 

We  are  very  happy  to  have  Elder  Grant  Dayley  with  us  and  he  and 
Elder  Lamb  are  working  very  hard  and  we  pray  that  the  Lord  will  bless 
them  in  their  labours. 

Sister  Judy  Coetzee  sailed  for  America  on  December  the  16th.  We 
miss  her,  but  we  know  that  she  will  be  happy  where  she  is  going,  just 
as  long  as  she  is  among  the  Saints  and  we  hope  to  see  her  again  when 
she  comes  back  for  a  visit. 


GWELO  BRANCH  REPORT 

by  B.  Budd 

SINCE  our  last  report,  Sister  Minnie  Budd  has  been  in  hospital  for 
an  operation  but  is  now  fully  recovered. 

Exciting  news  this  month  was  Joyce  Budd's  achievement  in  becom- 
ing one  of  the  one-hundred  and  one  finalists  in  the  competition, 
"Invitation  to  America". 

We  would  like  to  express  our  thanks  to  Sister  Jean  Newbold  who 
travelled  112  miles  several  times  during  the  past  six  weeks  to  help  us 
learn  the  songs  for  the  Salisbury  Chapel  opening.  The  opening  of  that 
chapel  was  a  great  joy  to  all  of  us.  We  were  most  impressed  by  their 
beautiful  building  and  enjoyed  a  spiritually  uplifting  day.  We  received 
much  good  advice  and  counsel  from  a  number  of  speakers,  including 
President  and  Sister  Alldredge  and  President  Cherrett  from  Johannes- 
burg. We  thank  the  Salisbury  Branch  for  their  wonderful  hospitality. 
The  Gwelo  contingent  arrived  home  tired  but  happy. 

The  Gwelo  Saints  extend  belated  new  year  greetings  to  all  Saints 
everywhere. 


KLERKSDORP  BRANCH  REPORT 

FIRST  of  all,  we  hope  that  the  Saints  all  over  had  a  very  merry  and 
safe  Christmas,  and,  although  a  bit  late,  we  wish  you  all  a  pros- 
perous new  year  and  may  God's  richest  blessings  be  bestowed  upon  you 
by  keeping  all  His  commandments. 

Saturday,  the  21st  of  December,  the  Sunday  School  gave  their 
Christmas  Tree  Party  for  the  children.  It  was  an  extra  pleasure  having 
Brother  and  Snter  Smock  and  family  from  Wolmaranstad  attend. 
Everyone  had  an  excellent  time;  there  was  plenty  to  eat  (as  usual,  with 
Mormons  around).  Brother  Smock  arranged  lots  of  different  games  for 
all  to  play.  Near  the  evd  of  the  day,  we  had  Joyce  Moodie  dress  up  as 
a  fairy  and  come  in  place  of  Father  Christmas.  She  looked  very  sweet  as 
she  handed  out  the  presents  to  the  children,  and  afterwards  she  danced 
a  ballet  for  us. 

On  Sunday  we  had  quite  a  big  attendance  again.  Brother  and  Sister 
Smock  stayed  over  to  attend  Sunday  School  and  Sister  Pat  Holbrook 
was  also  visiting  from  Ramah,  although  we  still  feel  that  she  belongs 
to  us.  Also  visiting  was  brother  Don  Human,  whom  we  had  not  seen  for 
some  time. 

On  the  7th  January  we  held  our  second  M.I.A.  meeting  and  we  hope 
the  Mutual  will  soon  be  in  full  swing.  It  was  the  birthday  of  Brother 
Schultz  also,  so  we  would  like  to  say  Happy  Birthday,  and  may  you 
always  be  guided  by  the  Lord. 

God  bless  all  you  wonderful  Saints. 
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KRUGERSDORP  BRANCH  REPORT 

by  Joyce  Levy 

AT  the  close  of  our  last  report  I  mentioned  the  children's  Christmas 
Tree;  now  I  will  add  more  by  saying  that  the  party  was  a  huge 
success.  The  presents  were  really  lovely  and  we  all  congratulate  Sister 
Joe  Sawyer  on  the  way  she  handled  and  catered  for  the  members.  We 
also  wish  to  congratulate  Sister  Joe  on  the  occasion  of  her  birthday  and 
we  wish  her  health  and  happiness  in  the  future. 

Our  Christmas  programme  was  held  on  the  23rd  of  December  and 
everyone  present  felt  the  spirit  of  Christmas.  Our  Branch  Presidency 
were  the  speakers  and  they  spoke  very  well  indeed;  the  programme  was 
enjoyed  by  everyone.  On  Christinas  Day,  many  of  the  members  went  to 
the  home  of  President  Cherrett  for  a  swim  and  had  lots  of  fun. 

We  all  wish  to  congratulate  Sister  Kathy  and  Brother  Frank  Ban- 
field  on  the  birth  of  their  son  and  we  thank  the  Lord  that  both  mother 
and  son  are  healthy  and  strong.  It  was  lovely  to  see  Frank  on  the  night 
following  the  birth  of  his  son:  he  was  so  proud,  especially  when  he  told 
us  how  the  nurses  told  him,  "This  is  the  best  behaved  baby  in  the  hos- 
pital". As  he  said  this,  his  face  beamed  with  happiness. 

It  is  with  much  pleasure  that  we  congratulate  Sister  Gradwell  on 
the  occasion  of  her  marriage  on  the  11th  of  December  and  we  ask  the 
Lord's  blessing  upon  Brother  and  Sister  Gradwell  and  may  they  find 
happiness  and  peace  together. 

The  monthly  work  meeting  was  held  by  Relief  Society  and  it  was 
a  most  enjoyable  evening.  The  Relief  Society  Officers  also  held  their 
meeting  to  prepare  and  plan  for  the  reopening  of  Relief  Society  at  the 
beginning  of  February.  Their  aim  is  to  make  Relief  Society  more  inter- 
esting, more  spiritual  (and  more  members)  during  1964. 

Our  members  are  working  on  the  chapel  as  busily  as  ever.  They 
work  on  Monday,  Wednesday,  Friday,  and  Saturday  afternoon.  The 
sisters  work  on  the  lighter  jobs.  The  floors  are  now  looking  lovely  in  the 
classrooms  and  kitchen;  the  hall  is  almost  painted,  but  there  is  still  lots 
to  be  done.  But  as  we  put  our  shoulders  to  the  wheel,  we  hope  and  pray 
it  will  not  take  us  too  long  to  finish  all  the  work  on  our  lovely  chapel. 

It  is  with  great  pleasure  we  welcome  back  into  our  branch  Sister 
Glynis  McTavish  and  we  hope  she  will  stay  with  us  for  a  long  time. 


Mowbray  Branch 
wishes  to  brothers 
the   mission  for   a 


MOWBRAY  BRANCH  REPORT 

by  Beatrice  E.  Smith 

MEMBERS      of     the 
extend  hearty  good 
and   sisters   throughout 
very  happy  new  year. 

This  has  been  a  season  of  great  activity 
in  our  branch.  We  have  been  thrilled  to 
have  so  many  visitors  from  the  other 
branches  holidaying  in  our  midst.  The 
weather  has  certainly  been  good  to  all  of 
our  guests  and  we  feel  sure  that  they  will 
take  happy  memories  of  the  Cape  to  the 
other  provinces  and  to  the  Rhodesia s.  Among 
the  visitors  were  the  Parsons  family  from 
the  Transvaal,  Sister  Beatrice  Julyan  from 
Johannesburg,  little  Sister  Linda  Kotze  from  Noupoort,  and  many 
others. 

Brother  Rocco  de  Villiers  has  been  called  on  a  mission.  We  all 
thrilled  to  his  beautiful  farewell  talk,  and  we  wish  him  everv  success 
and  great  blessings  as  he  fills  this  wonderful  calling.  He  travelled  to  the 
Transvaal  with  his  family  and  we  trust  that  they  all  spent  a  wonderful 
holiday  together. 
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We  welcome  the  Theunissens  from  Pretoria.  They  have  come  to 
make  their  home  down  here.  We  trust  they  will  find  much  happiness 
amongst  us. 

The  Mutual  Study  group  spent  their  "cultural  evening"  for  the  3rd 
of  December  at  the  Alhambra,  where  they  saw  "My  Fair  Lady".  Every- 
body enjoyed  the  show,  and  the  class  looks  forward  to  more  entertain- 
ment in  the  new  year.  Thanks  to  Brother  Udell  Poulsen  who  made  all 
the  arrangements. 

The  Building  Committee  has  not  ceased  its  activities  during  the  fes- 
tive season.  December's  effort  was  a  progressive  dinner  party,  held  on 
the  11th.  Soup  was  served  in  the  Hubert  home  in  Pinelands;  then  we 
took  off  for  the  home  of  Andy  Fourie,  where  we  were  served  the  fish 
course;  the  main  course  and  sweets  were  served  at  "Cumorah".  Then, 
replete  with  good  things,  we  settled  back  and  were  entertained  by 
Brothers  Brian  Jenner  and  Udell  Poulsen.  This  two  man  variety  show 
was  indeed  good  fare  and  we  look  forward  to  seeing  more  of  the  gentle- 
men in  question  at  future  functions. 

The  Relief  Society  held  a  Christmas  Party  at  the  home  of  Sister 
Pauline  Poulsen  on  the  12th  where  Sisters  Elizabeth  Sequiera  and 
Valarie  Hubert  demonstrated  some  of  their  handiwork  in  Christmas 
decorations.  Sister  Amy  Hyland  read  a  Christmas  story.  After  this  we 
had  a  programme  of  carols  with  solo  parts  taken  by  Sisters  Nelly 
Geldenhuys,  Rose  Kirsten,  Milja  Harper,  and  Imelda  Fourie.  Sister 
Poulsen  accompanied  the  singing.  Then  there  were  presentations  of 
bowls  of  flowers  to  the  teachers  (some  of  whom  have  now  been  released) 
who  have  faithfully  presented  the  lessons  during  1963.  Refreshments 
were  then  served. 

The  Branch  and  Sunday  School  held  a  picnic  on  the  Day  of  the 
Covenant  at  Macassar  Beach.  Plenty  of  tanned  skins  and  just  a  few 
peeling  noses  bear  witness  to  the  fact  that  this  was  a  successful  outing. 
The  picnic  combined  a  braaivleis  and  watermelon  bust  with  the  other 
activities. 

Our  very  active  Geneological  Society  brought  its  year's  work  to  an 
end  with  a  film  show  and  refreshments  on  the  18th.  We  have  to  thank 
Sister  Edith  Wiid  and  her  helpers  for  many  pleasant  evenings  during 
1963. 

The  Sunday  School  Christmas  Party  was  held  on  the  20th,  when 
a  goodly  crowd  of  members  of  all  ages  turned  out  to  enjoy  the  film  fare 
and  refreshements.  Nobody  tires  of  parties  at  "Cumorah"  and  everybody 
welcomes  the  social  gatherings  of  Christmas-time. 

The  Sunday  School  Christmas  programme  was  presented  on  Decem- 
ber the  22nd.  Who  can  fail  to  respond  to  the  wonderful  old  stories  of 
the  First  Christmas?  Indeed,  we  are  all  grateful  to  those  who  took  part 
and  made  us  realise  that  the  central  figure  of  all  Christmas  is  Jesus 
Christ.  That  evening  we  had  a  special  service  of  carols  and  sacred 
anthems  in  the  Chapel.  It  would  have  been  a  hard  heart  that  remained 
unmoved  by  the  wonderful  music  and  the  beauty  of  the  Christmas  words 
that  were  sung  on  this  occasion.  We  thank  Brother  Sam  Rayner  for  a 
lovely  presentation. 

Members  of  the  M.I.A.  went  carolling  on  the  23rd.  The  various 
classes  bore  their  messages  of  song  and  goodwill  to  the  homes  of  those 
who  have  been  prevented  from  taking  an  active  part  in  the  season's 
festivities. 

We  have  had  to  say  good-bye  to  another  sweet  family;  Brother  Jack 
and  Sister  Ruth  Le  Roux,  with  Michelle  and  Kerrilyn,  have  been  trans- 
ferred from  Cape  Town.  We  had  the  privilege  of  hearing  farewell  talks 
from  all  of  them  on  the  29th.  May  they  be  blessed  in  their  new  home. 

The  branch  held  a  New  Year's  Party  on  the  31st.  Members  gathered 
to  dance  and  welcome  m  a  new  year  of  hope  and  joy.  It  is  a  good  thing 
to  be  with  those  we  love  on  these  occasions. 
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Hearty  congratulations  to  Brother  and  Sister  Fourie  who  became 
our  newest  grandparents  when  a  baby  girl  was  born  to  the  Wallenders 
in  Durban.  Brother  Sam  and  Sister  May  Rayner  also  have  two  more 
grand-daughters — one  to  Theo  and  Denise  and  one  to  Hansel  and  his 
wife.  We  also  congratulate  Sister  Dorothy  Steen-Nielssen  and  Brother 
Norcutt,  who  announced  their  engagement  in  Canada  recently. 


PORT  ELIZABETH    BRANCH  REPORT 

by  Madge  McHugh 

DECEMBER  the  21st  saw  all  the  Saints  gather  at  the  Scout  Hall  in 
Bingley  Street  to  enjoy  a  Christmas  party  given  by  the  branch. 
Refreshments  and  decorations  were  in  the  hands  of  Sister  Grove  and 
Sister  Barnett,  and  what  a  wonderful  job  was  done.  During  the  evening 
supper  was  served  and  dancing  took  place.  We  do  thank  Sister  Grove 
and  Ralph  and  Sister  Barnett  for  an  enjoyable  evening  . 

Mutual  has  been  reorganised  and  Sister  Lavinia  Grove  is  President 
with  Sister  Struthers  as  first  Counsellor,  Brother  Ralph  Grove  as  Second 
Counsellor,  and  Clive  Puffet  as  Secretary  .We  congratulate  these  people 
on  their  appointments  and  wish  them  luck  in  their  new  labours. 

We  were  pleased  to  see  so  many  Rhodesian  Saints  down  and  attend- 
ing Sunday  School  and  Sacrament  Meeting.  Several  of  our  members 
went  away  camping  and  visiting  other  centres,  and  we  welcome  them  all 
back. 


PRETORIA  BRANCH  REPORT 

by  Anna  Muller 


O' 


,UR  ranks  have  been  rather  depleted  this 
month  with  so  many  members  away  on 
holiday,  and  we  are  looking  forward  to  having 
them  all  back  again.  Visitors,  some  from  as 
far  afield  as  Cape  Town  and  Salisbury,  added 
to  the  joy  of  our  festive  season. 

Once  again  we  have  been  blessed  with  the 
baptisms  of  several  new  members.  May  they 
find  great  happiness  in  the  gospel.  We  wish  to 
extend  a  very  hearty  welcome  to  Sister  D. 
Smith  and  her  children  who  have  arrived  in 
Pretoria  from  Cape  Town  to  join  Brother  Smith 
and  Gwen.  This  lovely  family  is  certainly  an 
asset  to  Pretoria  Branch. 

Congratulations  to  those  brethren   who  were 
advanced  in  the  Priesthood  this  month  and  also 
to  those  members  who  were  sustained  as  officers 
in  the  branch.  May  the  Lord's  blessings  be  with  them. 

On  the  8th  of  December  we  were  privileged  to  have  with  us 
President  Alldredge,  President  Powrie,  President  Chater,  and  Sister 
Dewsnup.  On  this  occasion  the  Sunday  School  presented  a  very  interest- 
ing programme  with  the  Sunday  School  Superintendent  and  his  assist- 
ants as  speakers.  Several  Sunday  School  teachers  were  given  an  oppor- 
tunity to  bear  their  testimonies  and  a  choir  number  was  rendered  by  the 
officers  and  teachers  of  the  Sunday  School. 

The  Sunday  School  had  a  lovely  Christmas  Tree  Party  on  the  5th 
of  December,  with  excellent  entertainment  and  delicious  refreshments. 
A  vote  of  thanks  goes  to  Sister  Joey  du  Preez  and  her  helpers  for  a  most 
enjoyable  evening. 

A  group  of  members  made  use  of  the  holidays  on  the  16th  of  Decem- 
ber to  go  on  a  picnic,  and  they  certainly  had  lots  of  fun.  Pity  that  the 
after-effects  of  too  much  sun-burn  was  not  quite  so  enjoyable.  However, 
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it  did  not  prevent  the  M.I.A.  from  having  a  grand  Christmas  Party  on 
the  following  night. 

The  Sunday  School  commemorated  the  birth  of  the  Saviour  with  a 
special  programme  on  the  22nd  of  December  and  on  the  evening  of  the 
24th  a  group  of  members  visited  various  homes  for  the  aged,  where  they 
sang  carols.  This  gesture  was  much  appreciated  by  the  old  folks  and  we 
hope  that  this  will  become  a  regular  institution,  with  more  members 
joining  in. 

The  ball  at  Ramah  on  New  Year's  Eve  was  a  great  success  and  we 
would  like  to  thank  the  organisers  and  all  those  who  helped  with  the 
lovely  refreshments.  We  certainly  enjoyed  it. 

We  are  pleased  to  see  that  Brother  Henry  Comrie's  health  is  improv- 
ing and  ws  pray  that  he  may  soon  be  restored  to  full  health.  May  the 
Lord  stretch  His  healing  hand  over  Sister  Francis  Collins  that  she  may 
scon  get  well  again.  We  miss  her  cheerful  face. 

May  1964  be  a  prosperous  year  for  the  Saints  all  over  the  world. 
^ 

PRIMROSE  BRANCH  REPORT 

by  P.  D.  Wilson 

THE  branch  is  still  going  strong,  but  as  for  functions  it  is  very  quiet. 
On  our  sick  list  we  have  Sister  Fowles,  who  was  very  ill  in  hospital, 
but  at  the  moment  is  doing  quite  well.  We  hope  that  the  Lord  will  bless 
her  to  a  complete  recovery. 

We  miss  most  of  the  members  who  at  the  moment  are  on  holiday 
and  hope  that  they  are  enjoying  themselves  very  much. 

Owing  to  our  guest  speeker  not  showing  up  at  our  Sacrament  Meet- 
ing, we  had  what  they  call  a  surprise  meeting.  Brother  Wilson,  who  con- 
ducted the  evening  service,  announced  that  he  would  just  call  upon  any- 
one in  the  congregation  to  give  a  talk.  You  can  imagine  the  steam  that 
was  coming  from  the  congregation;  Brother  Wilson  said  that  he  could 
actually  see  the  smoke  and  I  could  actually  smell  it.  The  first  to  be 
called  upon  was  Elder  Beazer,  the  second  was  Sister  Slabbert,  and  the 
last  was  Elder  Baker.  I  must  say  we  all  enjoyed  their  wonderful  messages. 

We  would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  to  thank  "Ramah"  for  the 
wonderful  dance  they  gave  on  Old  Year's  Night.  Also,  congratulations 
to  those  who  decorated  up  the  hall  so  lovely.  It  really  felt  as  though  we 
were  on  a  ship,  and  the  snacks  were  something  to  talk  about.  And  thanks. 
Brother  and  Sister  Maree,  for  your  wonderful  hospitality  in  having  us 
to  your  home  after  the  "Ramah"  dance.  I  am  sure  that  all  who  were 
there  enjoyed  everything  in  your  home:  the  decorations,  the  music,  and 
the  wonderful  food  that  was  there.  May  God  bless  you  in  all  you  do. 

The  Saints  here  in  Primrose  send  their  greetings  to  Saints  every- 
where, and  may  God  bless  you  all. 

■ .»» 

RAMAH  BRANCH  REPORT 

by  Everald  Matthews 

THE  Relief  Society  has  been  in  recess  but  they  held  their  branch  con- 
ference meeting  on  the  23rd  of  January,  have  a  social  evening  due 
on  the  30th,  and  thereafter  will  start  work  in  earnest.  Sister  Ivy  Clarke 
is  being  released  after  five  years  as  Relief  Society  President  and  a  year 
before  that  as  secretary.  Sister  Ivy  unselfishly  and  untiringly  put  in  six 
years  of  wonderful  work  for  the  Relief  Society  and  it  is  with  gratitude 
and  love  that  we  vote  for  her  retirement.  We  wish  great  jcy  in  the  work 
to  her  successor. 

The  Relief  Society  convention  is  planned  for  the  15th  of  February 
(Saturday  afternoon)  and  it  is  the  first  time  this  is  to  be  held  in  the 
Transvaal.  The  visiting  teachers  who  have  done  100%  visiting  in  the 
past  year  will  be  honoured.  The  Pretoria  Sisters  are  putting  on  a  play 
and  dinner  will  be  prepared  by  the  Springs  Branch.  All  the  activities 
are  to  take  place  at  Ramah. 
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We  regret  to  report  that  Sister  Myrtle  Sharp  has  recently  under- 
gone a  major  operation  and  we  wish  her  a  speedy  recovery  now  that 
she  is  home  again.  Her  parents.  Brother  and  Sister  Muir,  telephoned 
her  from  California  to  wish  her  well.  Sister  Purchase  has  also  been  very 
ill  since  she  came  back  from  her  holiday  and  Sister  Gertrude  Bristow 
has  also  been  ill.  Brother  and  Sister  Bradley's  baby  is  ill  in  hospital  and 
the  little  sister  also  had  to  be  admitted  to  hospital  after  a  fall  at  the 
M.I. A.  Young  Marrieds  Evening  on  Friday.  To  all  of  these  we  send  love 
and  good  wishes  for  their  welfare. 

The  M.I. A.  members  had  great  fun  on  Christmas  Eve  when  they 
held  their  "Carolling  Party".  They  started  off  from  Ramah  and  then 
went  to  the  homes  of  various  members. 

The  New  Year's  Ball  was  very  special.  Leslie  O'Connell  was  in 
charge.  The  theme  was  "Dream  Boat"  and  the  hall  was  decorated  beau- 
tifully as  the  upper  deck  of  a  boat.  It  was  a  wonderful  occasion. 

The  Mutual  Study  Class  has  been  started  up  again,  after  a  rather 
dormant  period,  under  the  leadership  of  Sister  Peggy  Bristow.  Sister 
Peggy  is  a  wonderful  teacher  (although  she  did  not  know  it  herself  until 
she  started  this  class,  which  represents  her  first  office)  and  every  week 
the  turnout  increases. 

Brother  James  and  Sister  Signe  Thompson  have  undertaken  the 
Young  Marrieds  Group  for  which  they  have  great  plans  of  holding  study 
meetings  and  social  evenings  at  various  people's  homes,  and  sometimes 
at  Ramah.  The  idea  is  to  give  the  young  marrieds  a  chance  to  have  an 
outing,  with  arrangements  made  for  the  children,  so  that  all  may  have 
a  good  time.  The  inauguration  social  was  held  on  Friday  night,  the  24th 
of  January,  with  a  full-scale  band  in  attendance.  There  will  be  a 
"zoning"  scheme  in  this  to  make  distances  less  of  a  problem  for  the 
members. 

The  District  Dance  was  held  at  Ramah  on  the  14th.  There  was  only 
dancing  but  it  was  fun. 

Brother  Don  and  Sister  Jill  Ninow  returned  from  Canada  with  a 
family  increased  by  two!  Welcome  home.  The  McTavish  family  have 
been  here  from  Northern  Rhodesia.  They  are  really  Krugersdorp  mem- 
bers, but  we  shall  probably  be  seeing  a  lot  of  Glynis  at  Ramah.  Ann,  the 
daughter  of  President  Robinson  of  Welkom,  is  staying  with  Sister 
Peggy  Bristow  for  a  year  while  she  studies  at  the  Witwatersrand  Tech- 
nical College.  Welcome  to  Ramah,  Ann. 

During  the  holiday,  the  MIA  boys  and  girls  went  camping  at  Los- 
kop  Dam,  the  girls  under  the  supervision  of  Brother  and  Sister  Ken 
Armstrong,  and  the  boys  under  Don  and  Sue  Donly  and  Basil  van 
Tonder.  The  visits  were  arranged  so  that  the  girls  had  a  week  there 
first  and  the  fellows  had  the  following  week.  It  is  a  lovely  spot  and 
there  is  a  game  reserve  at  Loskop  so  a  good  time  was  had  by  all. 
GALLEY  TWO 

Matriculation  results  caused  a  lot  of  excitement  and  we  are  pleased 
to  offer  congratulations  to  Leslie  O'Connell,  Bessie  de  Wet,  Monica 
Larsen  and  Kathy  Taute  on  their  success.  Carol  de  Wet  and  Rex  Alld- 
redge  passed  their  University  exams  as  well,  being  the  final  exams  for 
both  of  them. 

We  now  have  a  Doctor  in  the  house  at  Ramah  too.  We  are  very 
proud  to  report  that  Brother  Donovan  Donly  has  graduated  with  a 
medical  degree  and  we  congratulate  him  (and  Sue^  heartily  on  his 
wonderful  achievement. 


It   is  aspiration  that  counts,   not  realisation: 

pursuit,  not  achievement;  quest,  not  conquest. 

— Beatrice  Harraden. 
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SALISBURY  BRANCH  REPORT 

by  Jean  Schonnberg 

SALISBURY,  in  the  grip  of  a  heat  wave 
and  with  a  lower  rainfall  than  usual 
for  this  time  of  the  year,  can  prove  rather 
trying,  but  it  has  in  no  way  diminished 
the  zest  and  enthusiasm  of  the  Saints  at 
this  particularly  exciting  period  in  the 
development  and  growth  of  the  gospel. 

The  Saints  are  at  last  meeting  in  their 
beautiful  chapel  and  what  a  joy  and  in- 
spiration it  is  to  each  and  every  one.  The 
first  function  to  be  held  was  the  Sunday  School  Christmas  Party  on 
December  21st.  The  children  had  a  bumper  time  in  the  spacious  recrea- 
tion hall  fitted  up  with  a  Christmas  tree,  silver  stars  decorating  the  rich 
blue  velvet  curtains,  all  the  Christmas  fare,  clowns,  entertainment,  and 
dear  old  Santa  Claus  to  dispense  the  traditional  presents.  It  was  indeed 
a  wonderful  afternoon.  All  parents  and  children  give  a  very  special 
"thank  you"  to  those  responsible  for  the  party. 

The  Relief  Society  sisters  spent  a  most  enjoyable  evening  when  a 
member  of  a  well-known  firm  of  floral  artists  arranged  a  demonstration 
at  the  home  of  Sister  Jean  Schonnberg.  The  sisters  learned  a  great  deal 
which  they  will  put  to  practical  use  when  arranging  flowers  in  the 
chapel.  Another  evening  was  given  over  to  the  icing  of  the  sisters'  cakes. 

We  are  happy  to  have  had  a  number  of  visitors  during  this  month. 
It  was  splendid  to  renew  our  friendship  with  President  Parker  and  Elder 
Lifferth.  President  and  Sister  Isaac  also  met  with  the  Saints  and  brought 
greetings  from  all  at  Bulawayo.  At  present  John  Kinnear  and  his  wife 
are  visiting  us  from  Utah.  John  is  well  known  to  many  Rhodesian  Saints 
and  we  were  especially  thrilled  to  meet  with  him  on  this  return  trip 
home  to  see  his  family.  His  testimony  of  the  gospel  is  an  inspiration  to 
all. 

We  regret  to  announce  the  death  of  our  very  dear  sister,  Violet 
Nisbet.  This  sister  has  suffered  much  through  the  years  and  her  courage 
and  fortitude  throughout  this  time  was  ever  an  example  to  those  who 
have  been  so  much  more  richly  blessed  with  good  health  than  herself. 
Her  peace  and  rest  are  well  deserved  and  the  funeral  service  under  the 
direction  of  the  Priesthood  was  a  fitting  tribute  to  her  memory. 

The  members  of  the  Salisbury  Branch  are  giving  every  moment  to 
the  preparation  of  the  chapel  and  grounds  for  the  official  opening  on 
January  19th,  and  the  Lord  is  blessing  their  labours  beyond  measure. 

The  first  baptismal  service  held  at  the  chapel  was  on  the  12th  of 
January,  when  three  sisters  were  welcomed  into  membership  in  the 
Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints:  Sisters  Jean  Bean,  Janette 
Bean,  and  Jennifer  Marsland.  What  a  glorious  experience  to  take  up 
membership  of  the  church  at  this  most  momentous  time  of  its  history  in 
Salisbury.  May  the  Lord  bless  them  in  His  work,  that  they  may  ever  find 
rich  joy  and  fulfillment  in  the  gospel. 

The  Saints  in  Salisbury  send  greetings  to  all  other  branches  of  the 
mission  in  South  Africa. 


The  great  lesson  for  us  to  learn,  in  all  our 

preaching,    writing,    and    conversations,    is    to 

use  the  name  and  titles  of  Deity  sparingly,  not 

with    familiarity,    or   with    lack   of   reverence. 

— Joseph  Fielding  Smith. 
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SPRINGS  BRANCH  REPORT 

by  Melaney  Peterson 

AFTER    the    various    festivities    and    holidays,    the 
branch  has  once  again  settled  down  to  the  normal 
routine  of  another  year.  One  of  the  highlights  of  the 
Christmas  Season  was  the  carolling  arranged  by  the 
M.I. A.  on  Christmas  Eve.  We  visited  one  of  the  local 
old-age  homes  and  were  deeply  touched  by  the  enjoy- 
ment  the    old   people   derived   from    the   carols.    The 
singers    moved    on   to   various   members'    homes    and 
ended  up  at  the  home  of  Brother  and  Sister  MacMillan 
to  socialise  and  enjoy  refreshments. 
On  the  Day  of  the  Covenant,  a  number  of  families 
were  enjoying  a  camp  at  Loskop  Dam,  and  most  of  the  members  were 
either  at  other  resorts   or    spending  the    day    with  their    families    and 
friends. 

Margaret,  the  oldest  daughter  of  Brother  and  Sister  John  Jubber. 
celebrated  her  13th  birthday  with  a  party  recently,  and  those  who 
attended  had  a  lovely  evening.  We  all  wish  Margaret  happiness  in  her 
teen-age  years. 

The  M-Men  and  Gleaner  class  of  the  M.I. A.  held  a  fireside  at  the 
Hugo  home  where  they  listened  to  various  classical  records  and  enjoyed 
music  that  will  last  forever. 

The  girls  from  Springs  who  attended  the  camp  organised  by  the 
District  M.I. A.  at  Loskop  all  agree  that  they  had  the  time  of  their  lives, 
and  they  can  hardly  stop  talking  about  hikes  and  swimming  and  games 
and  a  thousand  other  things  that  they  enjoyed  on  the  camp.  A  word 
of  congratulations  goes  to  the  organisers,  who  enabled  the  girls  to  have 
such  a  wonderful  time. 

Brother  David  Deisegang  has  just  started  his  military  training  and 
the  branch  is  going  to  miss  seeing  him  around.  Brother  Cedric  Mew  is 
back  at  camp  for  a  month,  so  we  will  have  him  back  with  us  quite  soon. 
Brothers  Bob  Wilson  and  Ewalt  Futter  are  on  holiday  in  the  Cape  and 
having  a  wonderful  time.  The  branch  extends  congratulations  to  Sister 
June  van  Niekerk,  who  has  been  called  to  the  mission  field  in  April. 
Everything  of  the  best,  June! 

We  welcome  into  the  branch  two  new  members:  Sisters  Paulette 
Chaton  and  Brother  Ian  Bret,  and  we  congratulate  them  on  their  bap- 
tism and  confirmation.  The  Lord  will  surely  bless  them  as  they  continue 
to  grow  in  the  gospel. 

Greetings  and  love  to  all  members  everywhere. 


VEREENIGING  BRANCH  REPORT 

by  R.  P.  Roberts 

THE  month  of  December  was  full  of  activity  for  the  benefit  of  the 
building  fund.  Cake,  jumble,  and  Chapel  brick  sales  were  held  and 
substantial  sums  were  raised.  We  are  maintaining  our  target  month  by 
month.  Sister  Val  Snyman,  who  is  in  charge  of  the  fund,  worked  like 
a  Trojan  and  spared  no  effort.  The  date  for  the  ground-breaking  cere- 
mony has  been  set  and  we  are  determined  to  be  ready  and  are  proud  of 
the  effort  being  put  forth  by  our  members. 

Attendances  were  not  impressive  during  the  month  of  December, 
although  we  did  maintain  a  fair  percentage.  Brother  and  Sister  Kotze 
and  family  had  a  short  holiday  down  on  the  south  coast,  but  came  back 
a  bit  early  en  account  of  the  rains.  Sister  Shirely  is  not  impressed  with 
camping  in  a  leaky  tent.  Brother  and  Sister  Arthur  Wilson  and  family 
are  still  at  the  south  coast  at  the  time  of  this  writing  and  we  hope  they 
are  enjoying  themselves.  Brother  Roberts  was  also  on  leave  this  month 
and  acquired  a  lovely  sun-tan,  driving  a  lorry  on  Sasolburg  flats  for  the 
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building  fund.  Brother  Hansie  Brummer  also  spent  a  month  away  from 
work  and  also  spent  time  working  for  the  building  fund. 

The  Sunday  School  held  their  annual  party  at  Dickenson  Park,  a 
lovely  spot  on  the  Vaal  River.  There  was  a  good  turn-out  and  the  child- 
ren enjoyed  themselves  immensely.  Brother  Hansie  Brummer  was  set 
upon  by  the  sisters  who  washed  his  face  by  force  with  watermelon  skins. 
We  are  pleased  to  say  that  he  suffered  no  ill  effects  and  contributed  a 
lot  of  fun  to  the  day.  To  the  delight  of  the  children,  a  stranger  arrived 
with  his  dogs  and  entertained  them  by  having  his  dogs  do  tricks.  One 
dog  counted  the  fingers  displayed  to  him  by  barking  the  exact  number 
of  times  indicated  by  the  fingers.  The  dogs  also  played  leap-frog  over 
the  children's  backs  and  a  good  time  was  had  by  all.  Brother  Julian 
Snyman  is  to  be  congratulated  on  organising  such  a  lovely  party.  The 
rain  washed  out  the  party  later  on  that  day,  but  not  before  the  children 
had  a  good  fill  of  fruit  salad,  bread  rolls,  ice  cream,  etc. 

The  Saints  in  Vereeniging  extend  their  best  wishes  for  a  happy  and 
prosperous  new  year  to  all  the  other  branches  in  the  South  African 
Mission. 


THE  FAIREST  GEM     (Continued  from  page  37) 


blessed  with  visions  or  voices. 

But  not  all  things  must  be  ex- 
perienced to  be  learned.  Fortunately 
the  human  mind  is  capable  of 
learning  lessons  through  vicarious 
means.  And  the  value  of  this  tech- 
nique cannot  be  over-emphasised. 
There  is  just  too  much  to  learn  and 
so  little  time  in  which  to  learn  it, 
to  insist  on  personal  experience  for 
all  knowledge.  What  a  waste  it 
would  be  if  we  simply  ignored  all 
the  wisdom  and  learning  of  all  the 
men    who    have    gone    before   us! 

And  yet  this  is  precisely  what 
many  people  are  doing!  There 
could  not  possibly  be  any  more 
important  field  of  knowledge  than 
that  which  insures  or  attempts  to 
insure  our  eternal  salvation.  And 
there  could  not  be  any  more  im- 
portant items  of  education  missing 
in  the  lives  of  so  many  people  than 
this  self-same,  oft-neglected  area  of 
knowledge. 

Many  of  us  feel  that  we  know 
all  that  is  necessary  to  attain  exal- 
tation in  the  Kingdom  of  our 
Father;  but  it  is  most  obvious  that 
anyone  who  sits  around  on  the  thin 
padding  of  idleness  in  this  world, 
doesn't  know  quite  enough  to  in- 
sure  foam-rubber   in   the  world   to 


come.  Sitting  on  our  laurels,  or 
sleeping  on  our  conceit,  is  not  the 
method  recommended  by  our 
gracious  Father  for  attaining  the 
greatest  glory.  Rather  He  has  re- 
minded us  over  and  over  that  we 
can  expect  to  receive  glory  only  in 
proportion  to  the  efforts  we  put 
forth  here  to  learn  of  Him  and  His 
ways  and  His  desires. 

Let  us  learn  as  rapidly  as  we  can 
by  using  the  great  store  of  wisdom 
gathered  through  the  ages,  which 
is  abundantly  augmented  by  and 
definitively  set  forth  through 
present-day  revelation.  If  there  is  a 
field  of  golden  corn  and  ripening 
figs  within  our  reach,  how  foolish 
we  would  be  not  to  stretch  forth  and 
pluck,  filling  our  needs  and  staving 
off  starvation.  If  there  is  a  reservoir 
of  truth  nearby,  how  foolish  we  are 
if  we  ignore  the  food  which  brings 
salvation.  Let  us  make  full  use  of 
our  great  learning  opportunities  as 
they  lie  all  about  us.  Then  we,  with 
Brother  Jaques,  will  be  able  to  pro- 
claim that  we  have  "searched  in  the 
depths  where  it  glittering  lies  and 
ascended  in  pursuit  to  the  loftiest 
skies".  'Tis  an  aim  for  the  noblest 
desire. 
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